POPULAR TALES

the Northamptonshire world in the splendour of his new
situation! The dress, the equipage, the entertainments, and,
above all, the airs of the bride and bridegroom, were the
general subject of conversation in the county for ten days.
Our hero, not precisely knowing what degree of importance
Mr. Germaine, of Germaine Park, was entitled to assume, out-
Germain ed Germaine.

The country gentlemen first stared, then laughed, and at
last unanimously agreed, over their bottle, that this new
neighbour of theirs was an upstart, who ought to be kept down ;
and that a vulgar manufacturer should not be allowed to give
himself airs merely because he had married a proud lady of
good family. It was ohvious, they said, he was not born for
the situation in which he now appeared. They remarked and
ridiculed the ostentation with which he displayed every luxury
in his house; his habit of naming the price of everything, to
enforce its claim to admiration; his affected contempt for
economy j his anxiety to connect himself with persons of rank,
joined to his ignorance of the genealogy of nobility, and the
strange mistakes he made between old and new titles.

Certain little defects in his manners, and some habitual
vulgarisms in his conversation, exposed him also to the derision
of his well-bred neighbours. Mr. Germaine saw that the
gentlemen of the county were leagued against him ; but he had
neither temper nor knowledge of the world sufficient to wage
this unequal war. The meanness with which he alternately
attempted to court and to bully his adversaries, showed them,
at once, the full extent of their power and of his weakness.

Things were in this position when our hero unluckily
affronted Mr. Cole, one of the proudest gentlemen in the
county, by mistaking him for a merchant of the same name;
and, under this mistake, neglecting to return his visit. A few
days afterwards, at a public dinner, Mr. Cole and Mr. Germaine
had some high words, which were repeated by the persons
present in various manners j and this dispute became the
subject of conversation in the county, particularly amongst the
ladies. Each related, according to her fancy, what her
husband had told her; and as these husbands had drunk a
good deal, they had not a perfectly clear recollection of what
had passed, so that the whole and every part of the conversa-
tion was exaggerated. The fair judges, averse as they avowed

306